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266 FOREIGN ASSISTANCE, 1967

First, there will be no military assistance, grant or salesato Jordan
that is not personally approved by the Secrew.ry of State and Secretary
of Defense. That has been the practice in the years that I have been
associated with it, and it will be the practice in the inture.

‘Secondly, whn.t was the past pohcy?

[Delete ] '

- Now, why did'we o do t.hnsl’ . :

Because we ‘didn’t want to feed the ﬁres of an 2rms race in t.he MJddle
East. Our uxfolwy wqmte t.hecontrnry :

[Dele
As you pomted out a moment ego, we do have mterasts in the ded]e

y
East. Our private corporations have oil interests there and financial
interests. The Western . European nahons depend on dedle Eastern

oil weconslderable degree , S
[Deleted.] S
" xsum.urmcx on -rm: Uss mm-y
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bena.tor ArxeN, Mr. Secrete.ry, may X-ask just one qucstlon'

Senator-Gore. Yes. * :

Senator AIXEN." Are we insistent that neither J ord:m nor Israel use-

any of our arms against us? We are hot sending any more torpedoes or
things like chat to them, are we, without an understanding, I mean? ¢

.Secretary ‘McNinmara. Senator’ Ajken, I “ould want to check: the

contract, hut T am sure that is the case. - .
Senator ArxeN., We have never gotten a very good story on i cer-

tain episode.
- Secretary . McNuum. Let me digress Just. a second to say, M.
Chairman, that the attack on the Lz'bcrty, thmlc represented a seri-

ous error of judgment and proeedure.

Senator AmeN. I do,too: "~ =
. By the Israehs Bur. I have exa.mmed the

- Secretary McNamana. By
uon, and I find no intent by the Israeli Gavern-

record of the investi
ment, and no intent by any representatives of t.he Israeli Government

to attack a U.S. vessel. .
Senator, \mzu Wa.s it an mdmdua.l rather than a govemmentn.lf

error?

| Seeret.a.ryMc\mu. Yes, sir.. """

Senator ArgeN. That is what I think we shou]d know

Secretary McNamana, Yes, sir. To the best of my knowled '
Abba Eban, .md‘i felt it

"Senator AxxxN. I felt that way, kmowin §
must be an mdwxdual error but one which somebody ought to make

clear.
Senator Goar.. Mr Cha.rrma.n, t.he Secretnry has misspoken himself

abit. ©  .°
S McNuum. X hope not, 'but T may have.

ecretary
"Senator Gore. [Deleted.]
The CmamMAaN, Senator Hickenlooper is next and then Senator

Symmvton. B
Senator Hicmenvooren. I had intended to ask you nbout the Liderty

incident. Of course I didn’t edgo t,hrou h the minute investigation, but |
there 18 2 Phrase in lJaw call sa loquitur. From what I have read :
te for'l mmnte that Was an accxdent. a
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Senator Hicgexrooree. I think it was a deliberate assault on this
ship. I think they had arple opportunity to identify it as an_Aaneri-
can ship. I ma utterly wrong, but I 'do recall that some time ago
we had some difficulties in the Bay of Tonkin where at night without
full identification or really full proof it was assumed that certain tor-
pedo boats made rather menacing a yproaches to one of our destroyers
and we rushed over-here with the Tonkin Bay resolution right away.
A war was unleashed. : :

What have we done about the Liberty? Flave we become so placid,
so fur us Israel is concerned or so far as that area is concerned, that
we will take the killing of 37 Americun boys and the wounding of a
lot more and the attack of an American ship in the open sea in good
weather . Weo have secined to say : “Oh, well, boys will be boys.” What
are you going to do about it? It is most offensive to me. S

Secretary McNasara. Senator Hickenlooper, there are several
points 1 would like to make.

N Senator HickeNvoorer. 1f Nasser had come out there and even fired
a torpedo at.it, I am quite sure what we would have done. . o

Secretary McNaarara. Senator Hickenlooper, there are several
points I would like to make in reply to your question because——

Senator HrcxexrLoorer. I am making some assumptions upon which
I don't have full information. I am sorry.

_Secretary McNasara.-1 think your reaction is a very human one,
and to some degree it has been ours.at times; but the first point to
establish, I believe, in deiermining a responsa is intent. In the case in
the Gulf of Tonkin there was reason to believe that the attack was
nientional. : :

In the ense of the attack on the Liberty, it was the conclusion of the
investizatory hody headed by an admiral of the Navy in whom we
have greai confidence that the attack was not intentional.

I read the record of the investigation, and I support that conclusion,
and T think this, therefore, begins ro—

Senator HickeNvooper. When you say it was not intentional, you
don’t mean those guns fired themselvest

Sacretary McNaMara. It was not a conscious decision on the part of
cither the Government of Israel-—— ' '

Senator Hicgenvoorek. Perhaps not. .

Secretary McNanara. (Continuing.) To attack a U.S. wessel.

Senator Hickenroorer. I think that could be conceded.

Secretary McNanara. In that respect, it differs materially from
the attack in the Tonkin Gulf. v :

1£ it was not the result of a conscious decision to attack a U.S. vessel,
then I think we would be expected to respond in a different fashion
than we responded in Tonkin Gulf. Our Government has made ‘the
strongest possible protest to the Israsli Government on this matter.

I would be happy to make available to the committee the report of
the investigation if it chooses to examine it.

Senator HickenvLoorer. Do we have any more reliable information
that the Government of North Vietnam intended for those torpedo
bonts to attack an American ship?

" Secretary McNanara. I think if we examine the intelligence data
at the time—— | L '

Semm;r, Hicrenvoores. .(Continuing.) Than we do on this Liderty
incident : : N ‘ T
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268 FOREIGN ASSISTANCE, 1967

Secretary McNamara. Yes, there is no question but what we have
more evidence here of lack of mtent lo consciously attack a U.S vese.l

than we had there. :
May I finish by taking just one second to say I would like to go  back

Aand examine the record of the Tonkin Gulf mcident which occurred

3 years rgo, and on which my memory is a little hazy, to delermine
the evidence of conscious intent of attack. I think it is Very clear.

[Deleted.]
There Was no evxdence of that in t.he case of the Ln’bcrty

AVAILABLE EVIDENCE ON “unmr" ATTACK

Senator Hicxexroorex, There is no evidence, then, no evxdenoe that
we bave at all, that there was any communication between Tel Aviv
and the at.u\chng vessels or the airplanes that appa.mnt.ly flow over this
ship several times at rather low altitude. -

McNanara. No, there is no evidence that the individuals
attacking the Liberty kmew they were attacking a U.S. ship, and there
is some evidence, circumstantial, that they dxd not know it. .

Senator HcreNLoorer. 1 probabl shouldnt pursue this. . But it
just doesn’t sound very f can’t accept these explanations
that so glibly come out of Tel Avxv and perhaps some rather oonfusedly
come out of our own investigation,Idon’tknow.

Secretary McNamara. I would suggest that you might like to look
at the investigation report and, if you do, we shall ba appy to make
the classified g;cument available..

The Crnaeman. We asked for it about 2 weeks ago and have not re-
ceived it yet from Secretary Ruslk. .

Secretary McNaxara. T will bo happy to, see that you get, it tomor--
row if you msh or today. :

g‘he Cnumuu By the time we get xt we will be on some other
subject. i

Secretary McNaara. From (.he time you ask it of me, you wxll have'
it in 4 hours. : g

_ Jack, go over and ask for it tobesent right over.

" Senator HickenLooreEr. It may not.be what is in. the report.. It,
could be conceivably what is not in the report.

Secretary McNasara. Well, there.is nothing left out. of t.be mvestx-
gation report that I have any knowledgo of.r .

Senator HicxENLOOPER.. It is inconceivable to me that the s}up oould
not, have been identified. According to everything I saw, the. Amer-,
ican flag was flying on.this ship. Tt had 2. particular configuration.
Even a Tandlubber could look at it and see that it has no charucteristic,
configuration compa.rable to the so-called, Egyptian ship they now try;
to say they mistook it for. If.these people were as well trained as.they,
allege they are, and did what they did, I don’t lmow. It )ust. doesn’t.
add up tome. It isnot at all satisfactory.

Secrwu}y McNauara., Senator. chkeqloo r, X don’t want to, ca.rry
the torch the Israeli. Yt 'was an inexcusable error of judgment., 1)

Senator chnmom Tha.t is what m looks hke v;e are: Joing, in;
this.country. . : : e b,

Secretary McNmu “And ‘an maxousable error of pmfe.wpnal

tactlcs. T would simply point out to you,that, at the same time,.L was
Jerying that we hm; struck a Russian ship in Haiphong Harbor;:and;
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1 proved to be in error. These errors do occur. We had no more intention

F attacking & Russian ship than, Israel appa.rent.ly,,dxd o{ at.umlnng

an American ship.

Senawr Hicxenwoorer. I think that.incident is (ot.ally f'hﬂerent.
We didn't have torpedo boats .in-Hai phong Habor running around
looking at that ship and then firing at it after they fully looked it over,
and saw it. ] am not going to pursuethisany further. ., . .=

Senalor . AIKEN. tth, not only. the: oomxmttee byt. t.ho pnbhg
wants better information than they have had so far, U

Senator Hickrnvoopex. The public.is, thoroughly. dissatisfied Wlt.h
the situation. I don’t know. It is the seemingly cavalier attitude ex-

pressed by Israel in ‘some ways- apparently. accepted- by,us on; Q.Very
u-a.glc situation. I think there 15 utterly no excuse for it. «l-+::0e -

Secretary McNaxaza. I think there is no .excuse, 'Senatm' Hmken-
looper. I completely agres with you, but itis thoroufrlﬂy clear,based on
the mvestxg-ahon report, that it was noi a conscious attack on a:U.S..
vessel. ERRR G s T T EECEE T lbu.u(ut’! 1"‘“’

Senaioermrr You mean by the pilots? et i} et

Secretary McNasara. By the p ols They dld not xdent.lfy the
vessel as a U.S. vessel psor to the time of attack. You may consxder t,lus
inconceivable, ;0 s btV e s dmews Vo

- Senator MonoT. On t.hofpa.rt of t.he -attar.kers, yes. It. seemed to be
broad daylight. - .. bl

- Secretary °McNAnAnA Tbey deﬁmmly dld :not. As fa.r as we: mn te!l.
Alloftheewdenw ints to the contra A TR RPN F IR

Senator Munor. You take their wo for A S BT PRE ;

Secretary McNsmaRa. My oonclusion:is based on. thevmveatlgnhon
report whxch did not dxscuss the identification with the Israeli pilots
or Naval personnel involved, but did-examine all of:the circumstances
of the attack and did d1§cuss it with the commander and even the men
on the Liberty, .- *: t* *: Loy S caornzaine s omen®

Senator HIcKENLOOPER: J ust to oompleto the' reoord on' tIus T'didn’t
mean to pursue this: I am‘just quoting'now from‘a Navy ‘relensé, from’
the Office .of the Assistant Secretary:of Defense. This. is a''rélease'on

June28aboutt.hxsmcldnnt..lwxllmdonepara.gmph IR HHESA
The Court— RRY L RO N LIV A TTORT ) (T Y MY R PV by o "n'-H
s gz te1- Sl u-;(w-,\J VAR PIIL Y

Referring, I take xt, to thy ( Court of Inquiry—

Fas aep veden o l‘-- N Hiedd

The Court, benrd wltnesaen tcsdty,.however,.to dgnlncant. surveilhnoa of! the
Iaberty,on three separate occasions from tha: air at various -times prior to-the:
attack—five hours and 13 minutes- before the.attack, three hours.and 7: minutes
before the attack and twa hours:and. 37 minutes:before: the attacke -~ g

“1f; they didn’t 1dennfy tha,t.sl'l'xp,’ t.bcn they are not'as’ gant. as, ,l’
tlhlnk ey. m s U T SR SPTL I TYVRPhS TT T |.‘ nl" Y MET MRS
' Secretary- McNuuxA..I ‘am’.not sure whether. they - did .don't
believe they did. But in any eveat, they weren’t the attackers: 1 =innen
The attackers,'so’ ‘far as ‘we 'tould tell['liad not“rewgmgpd 8, slnp
a.nd manycvent.,hadnotl;eoogmzqd xbas,aUS Ship.ir, et ar bal
Beyond, t as best.we,can tell, there ware. equate communica
taons betweer:the' aircraft and/or shxg)s -reoonnoltenno ind the aua.ck
ing mels."l"t.hmlc‘xt' 1s" an mexc y "yeak, mili @q.rv',perfg
That; T 'full§ kgres’ with. But' I simply wint: 1o omphiasize ot tha
iny ve yeport..does not.shaw any, svidence bf-a.conscious Tnient
toa a U.S. vessel.
60-423—67——18




